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About 
Frontier 
Helicopters

Frontier Helicopters, your trusted partner 
for aerial services, helicopter charter, 
maintenance, and tourism in Northwest 
Australia.
By uniting four respected companies, we’ve created a forward-thinking 
operation built on decades of expertise. As a team, we are dedicated 
to cultivating growth, ensuring reliability, and upholding the highest 
standards of safety and service.

With bases in Kununurra, Derby, Broome, and Darwin, we provide 
specialised aviation services, maintenance solutions, and tours across 
Northwest Australia, always striving to set new industry standards and 
prioritising exceptional customer satisfaction. 

The North of Australia, the Kimberley, and the Pilbara aren’t just where 
we operate—they’re part of who we are.
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Our 
Services

Across the region, our services include:

• Search and Rescue

• Remote Area Charter

• Aerial Surveys

• Surveillance

• Heritage Clearance

• Aeromedical Extractions

• Incendiary Dropping

• Key Infrastructure Inspections

• Flood Relief

• Fire Spotting, Suppression and Support

• Delivery of Food and Equipment to Remote Areas

• Sling Operations

• Shipping Vessel Resupply and Crew/Passenger Transfers

• Carriage of Licence Shooters for Feral Animal Management
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Our Clients

• Australian Wildlife Conservancy

• AMSAR

• Buru Energy

• Broome, Derby, and Kununurra Visitor Centres

• Bureau of Meteorology

• Cable Beach Club Resort

• Dambimangari & Wilinggin Aboriginal Corporations

• Department of Fire and Emergency Services

• Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions

• Department of Defence (Army)

• Department of Primary Industries & Regional Development

• Eco Beach Resort

Trusted by leading organisations across industry, government, tourism, and 
conservation, Frontier Helicopters is the preferred remote area aviation provider 
in the region.

• Kimberley Land Council

• Kimberley Regional Service Providers

• Marine Produce Australia

• Maxima Pearls

• Mount Gibson Iron

• Northern Territory Government

• Royal Flying Doctor Service

• Sheffield Resources

• Superyachts Australia

• Telstra

• WA Police
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Frontier Helicopters holds CASA authorisation on the following platforms for both 
Non-Scheduled Passenger Transport and Airwork Operations, during day and night 
operations:

Authorised Aircraft

• AS350 Squirrel B2/B3
• Bell 206 and B206L
• Robinson 44 Piston
• Piper Saratoga
• Gippsland Aero GA8 Airvan



Authorised Operations

External Load Operations

• Underslung Load – Remote Hook, Bambi, Specialised Equipment

• Geo-Physical Survey

• Precision Rig Shift

• Remote Fuel and Other Dangerous Goods Delivery

• Aerial Baiting

• Emplane/Deplane at Hover

Dispensing Operations

• Incendiary Dropping

• Firebombing – Bambi Bucket

• Oil Slick/Chemical Dispersant

• Aerial Application

In addition to Part 133 and 135 Non-Scheduled Air Transport Operations, Frontier 
Helicopters is authorised by CASA to conduct the following Aerial Work Operations 
within Australia:

Task Specialist Operations

• Aerial Advertising

• Stock and Feral Animal Control

• Aerial Spotting – Flood, Flora, Fauna

• Fire Spotting

• Ambulance Functions – Medivac

• Property Survey
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Safety

Safety is at the core of everything we do at Frontier 
Helicopters. Our safety culture is driven from the top, with the 
Managing Director actively engaged in our Safety Management 
System, supported by Air Maestro—a trusted aviation safety 
and compliance platform. 

We go beyond standard risk assessments, conducting tailored 
evaluations and Safe Work Method Statements for all new 
operations and clients to ensure risk is proactively mitigated to 
acceptable levels. 

Our operations are regularly audited by multiple external 
bodies to various standards including IOGP and BARS. 
Internally, we maintain a strict audit schedule covering aircraft, 
staff currency, emergency equipment, flying operations, and 
third-party suppliers.
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All pilots undergo 6-monthly proficiency checks with 
external Part 141 Instructors, and are required to report 
any incidents, accidents, or hazards immediately—both 
verbally and through Air Maestro. 

We hold quarterly safety management meetings, providing 
all staff with a platform to raise concerns and contribute to 
continuous improvement.

We are a BARS-registered aircraft operator, meeting 
rigorous international aviation safety standards set by the 
Flight Safety Foundation. This reflects our commitment to
maintaining the highest levels of operational safety and 
compliance.
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Resources
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Management 
Team

Leading with expertise: commitment to 
excellence from the top.
Our management team brings decades of experience operating in the 
Kimberley, with a deep-rooted understanding of the region’s unique 
challenges and opportunities. Each member is driven by a genuine 
passion for the region and a commitment to providing safe, efficient, 
and tailored aviation solutions. 

With years of hands-on experience flying and managing operations 
in remote and rugged environments, our leadership team is uniquely 
equipped to navigate the complexities of remote aviation. Their local 
knowledge, combined with a clear focus on safety and operational 
excellence, ensures that Frontier Helicopters continues to lead the 
way in the region’s aviation industry.
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Aircrew Kimberley-based pilots with over 30,000 
hours of combined flying experience.
Our full-time pilots are seasoned professionals, locally based, with a 
long-standing commitment to the region. With more than 35 years 
of combined experience operating in the Kimberley, they are skilled 
in bush flying, low-level operations, and challenging terrain. Whether 
conducting fire management, aerial crane work, or remote charter, 
our aircrew are trained to operate under pressure and deliver precision 
outcomes in demanding conditions. Their intimate knowledge of the 
landscape ensures safer, faster, and more effective mission execution.
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Engineering & 
Stores

Our trusted team of engineers supporting 
safe operations across the Kimberley.
With over 60 years of combined experience in aeronautical 
engineering, our maintenance team delivers comprehensive helicopter 
servicing solutions designed to uphold the highest standards of safety, 
performance, and reliability. 

Operating from our Kununurra-based CASA-approved facility, 
including a Robinson-authorised Service Centre, our team comprises 
four Licensed Aircraft Maintenance Engineers (LAMEs) and an 
apprentice. Together, they provide efficient, responsive maintenance 
support across the Kimberley region. 

Several of our engineers are also qualified pilots, offering a rare 
combination of technical and operational insight. This dual capability 
enhances our maintenance approach, ensuring aircraft are not only 
compliant and mechanically sound but also optimised for real-world 
flying conditions. 

Our commitment to safety, innovation, and in-house expertise allows 
us to minimise downtime, respond quickly to client needs, and 
contribute to the overall reliability and resilience of aviation operations 
throughout Northern Australia.
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Support 
Staff

Our support staff play a vital role in 
delivering reliable and efficient services 
across all operations.
Our operations are backed by a reliable and agile team of ground 
support professionals. With roles spanning across administration, 
marketing, safety, compliance, and analytics, our support team 
provides critical assistance in maintaining the highest standards of 
service and operational excellence. 

Each team member brings their unique expertise to the table, working 
collaboratively to support our pilots, engineers, and management. 
From handling day-to-day administrative tasks to managing safety 
protocols, ensuring compliance with aviation regulations, and 
conducting data-driven analysis, our support staff play an integral part 
in our continued success. 

Their attention to detail, commitment to excellence, and deep 
understanding of the aviation industry allow us to provide seamless, 
safe, and high-quality services to our clients throughout the Kimberley 
and beyond.
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Facilities

Frontier Helicopters maintains a strategic 
network of facilities across the Kimberley, 
enabling seamless support for operations 
throughout Northern Australia.
Our headquarters in Kununurra includes hangars, air-conditioned 
briefing rooms, storage space, and a fully equipped, in-house 
engineering and maintenance facility. This site also hosts a 
Robinson-authorised Service Centre, staffed by full-time LAMEs and 
apprentices who provide expert maintenance on airframes, engines, 
electrical systems, and more. 

In Derby, we operate offices, hangars, and maintenance support 
facilities at the airport. This location provides an ideal base for 
servicing the West, North, and Central Kimberley—including the 
Buccaneer Archipelago, Horizontal Falls, and the remote northern 
coastline. 

Our Broome base, located at Broome International Airport and staffed 
full-time, supports local tourism, charter, and corporate clients. 

Kununurra offers a central hub for operations across Northern 
Australia, with direct access to the East and North Kimberley and 
further east to Darwin—while Derby and Broome ensure rapid 
response and efficient service coverage across the region.
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Operations
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Communications 
and Tracking

All Frontier aircraft are equipped 
with advanced satellite tracking and 
communication systems to ensure real-
time oversight and operational safety.
Helicopters are fitted with Spidertracks or Spot trackers, providing 
GPS-accurate location data visible on global maps. Clients can access 
live tracking for full situational awareness. 

Aircrew can transmit routine and emergency messages via satellite, 
which are instantly relayed to operations staff by email and SMS. 

All our aircraft carry fixed and handheld portable ELTs, dual VHF 
radios, and UHF radios. Our Turbine fleet is additionally equipped with 
a WAERN radio for emergency services communication, and portable 
satellite phones are included across the fleet for complete coverage.
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Additional 
Business 
Support

In addition to our core helicopter 
operations, we can directly provide or 
recommend a range of services to support 
your remote project needs, including:

Charter & Transport

• Fixed-wing charter services

• Passenger transport vehicles

• Transport and logistics solutions

Equipment & Fuel Support

• Tandem axle off-road trailers for fuel and equipment transport

• 2,000-litre Jet A1 fuel trailer (off-road capable)

• 8-tonne capacity tray top truck

• Remote fuel caches with pre-positioned drum-stock fuel (ideal
for pre-wet season planning)

Accommodation & Site Support

• Remote and regional accommodation solutions

• Equipment hire to suit operational requirements
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Aircraft Details
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AS350
B2/B3

Model: AS350 B2/3 – Squirrel 

Number in Fleet: 3 (VH-FBQ / VH-ZBQ / VH-8SJ)

Operations Permitted: Charter / Aerial Work, Day / Night VFR

Engine:  Turbomeca Arriel	  

Specifications:

• Cruising airspeed: 200 km/h

• Safe Range (Full Fuel): 500 km

• Payload (Full Fuel): 420 kg

• Maximum Passenger Seating: 5

Key Features:

• External cargo hook

• Intercom (front and rear)

• WAERN radio, fixed ELT, dual VHF radios, UHF radio, satellite
phone

• Spidertracks Satellite Tracking System

• Engineering order for Raindance incendiary machine
installation

• Sliding doors

• External freight baskets
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Bell 206/L
Long Ranger

Model: Bell 206L3 - Long Ranger 

Number in Fleet: 2 (VH-CKT / VH-OAE)

Operations Permitted: Charter / Aerial Work, Day / Night VFR

Engine:  Rolls Royce 250-C30P Turbine	

Specifications:

• Cruising airspeed: 190km/h

• Safe Range (Full Fuel): 495km

• Payload (Full Fuel): 309kg

• Maximum Passenger Seating: 6

Key Features:

• External cargo hook

• Intercom (front and rear)

• Emergency pop-out floats for over water operations

• Quick Fit stretcher for patient transfer and SAR

• WAERN radio, fixed ELT, dual VHF radios, UHF radio, satellite
phone

• Spidertracks Satellite Tracking System

• Engineering order for Raindance incendiary machine
installation
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Robinson
44

Model: Raven I / Clipper II

Number in Fleet: 10

Operations Permitted: Charter / Aerial Work

Engine:  Lycoming, 6-cylinder, horizontally opposed piston	

Specifications:

• Cruising airspeed: 190 km/h

• Safe Range (Full Fuel): 430 km

• Payload (Full Fuel): 220 kg

• Maximum Passenger Seating: 3

Key Features:

• External cargo hook

• Emergency pop-out floats (ZVU – overwater ops)

• Heli-Pods / Litter Racks for external cargo

• Spidertracks Satellite Tracking System

• Dual VHF radios, UHF radio, fixed or handheld ELTs, satellite
phone

• Engineering order for Raindance incendiary machine
installation
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Piper 
Saratoga

Model: Piper Saratoga

Number in Fleet: 1 (VH-OKD)

Operations Permitted: Charter / Aerial Work

Engine:  IO540 Lycoming 6 cylinder, horizontally opposed piston	

Specifications:

• Cruising Airspeed: 290 km/h

• Safe Range (Full Fuel): 1,540 km

• Payload (Full Fuel): 320 kg

• Payload (2 hours endurance with reserve): 500 kg

• Maximum Passenger Seating: 5

Key Features:

• Spidertracks Satellite Tracking System

• Fixed ELT and satellite phone

• 6-place intercom
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Gippsland 
Aero GA8 
Airvan

Model: Gippsland Aero GA8 – Airvan 

Number in Fleet: 1 (VH-AVP)

Operations Permitted: Charter / Aerial Work

Engine:  IO540 Lycoming 6 cylinder, horizontally opposed piston	

Specifications:

• Cruising Airspeed: 210 km/h

• Safe Range (Full Fuel): 1,100 km

• Payload (Full Fuel): 550 kg

• Maximum Passenger Seating: 7

Key Features:

• Burning frame compatible with Raindance R3 (with full
Engineering Order)

• Cargo pod for maximum incendiary and cargo storage

• Pallet-width sliding rear door for direct forklift loading

• Air-conditioned cabin

• 8-place intercom with pilot isolate function

• Dual PTT integrated across WAERN, UHF, and dual airband VHF
radios

• Spidertracks Satellite Tracking System

• Fixed ELT and satellite phone
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Contact 
Information

General Operations

Phone: 1300 405 545

Email: enquiries@frontierhelicopters.com.au

Website: frontierhelicopters.com.au

Direct Contacts

Jock Warriner, Managing Director

0427 644 550 | jock@frontierhelicopters.com.au

John French, Operations Manager

0417 172 971 | john@frontierhelicopters.com.au

Our Bases

Kununurra: 315 Cyril Kleinig Drive, Kununurra  WA  6743 

Broome: Charter Aircraft Base, Gus Winckel Drive, Broome  WA  6725

Derby: Hangar 5, Airport Drive, Derby  WA  6728

Darwin: Darwin Airport, Darwin NT 0820


